
 

 

Matt C. – A “HEART Safe” Business Saves a Life 

January 27, 2012 

Matt C., a Lineman for Salt River Project (SRP), one of Arizona’s largest utility companies, was part of a 

crew doing maintenance work to strengthen transmission structures near Peralta Road and US 60.  

While working on the second structure, the crew noticed the smell of flesh burning.  Matt had collapsed 

in the bucket after having what appeared to be electrical contact.   

Crew members Doug H, Robert L, Mike D, Kade H, and Braundo R, responded according to their training 

protocols.  They activated the 9-1-1 system and immediately started chest compressions.  Co-workers 

retrieved an AED from the truck and attached the pads to Matt’s chest.   

The AED successfully brought Matt’s heart back to a normal rhythm.  Apache Junction Fire Department 

Division Chief Rob Bessee commended the crew for the “speedy, proficient response and proper 

deployment of the AED to help save Matt, and make our job easier.”  The crew was working about 40 

miles from the nearest road.   

SRP has been awarded the Arizona Department of Health Services Save Hearts in Arizona Registry and 

Education (SHARE) Program’s HEART Safe recognition this past fall.  SRP has almost 200 AEDs in the field 

and offers annual training to over 50% of their employees. 

Matt has returned to work and says that “as a lineman you understand the hazards and the crew is 

constantly looking out for each other.”  Matt’s wife, Jessica, along with his children, are “forever 

grateful” to the crew, and the coordinated system that helped save Matt’s life. 


